Rue UNIVERS; 
F MI CHIGAN 


FEB 10 196) 


Libkany 5 SCIENCE 


A abamaf ib rarian 


Hbrary Science 


57th 
Aamed 
Canwnnlion 
13-15 April 
Fasculecen 


The Honorable Carl Elliott 


january 1961 VOLUME 12 NUMBER 1 








ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1960 - 61 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


PresiwENT— Miss Martha Jule Blackshear 
State Department of Education 
Vice-PrREsSIDENT and PREsipENT ELEcCT—Mrs. Jane Bentley 
ABMA Technical Documents Library 
SECRETARY— Miss Martha Wilkinson 
Air University Library 
TREASURER—Joe Templeton 
Mobile Public Library 
Past Preswiwent— Mrs. Edna E. Brown 
Box 452 


Eprror, THe ALABAMA LipraRiIAN—Mrs. Lucile D. Ridings 
411 Holmes Ave., N.W. 


SELA Counci, MemBer—Mrs. Edna Earle Brown, Auburn University Library 


ALABAMA ScHOoL LiBRARIES ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES— 
Mrs. Martha Cobb, 411 Poinciana Drive 
Mrs. Marguerite McGhee 
Co.LLece, UNIVEeRsITy AND SPECIAL LiprArRiES Division REPRESENTATIVES— 
Miss Ethel Sanders, Troy State College Library 
Miss Roberta Moss, University of Alabama Library 
Pusiic Lisrary Division REPRESENTATIVES— 
Miss Margaret Miller, Birmingham Public Library 
George Johnson, Regional Library 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Tue Acinc—Miss Marion Neil, Dothan Public Library 
Avupitinc—Marvin E. Rhodes, University Military School 
BistiocrapHic—Mrs, Fletcher Roberts, Huntingdon College Library 
BIENNIAL CONVENTION StupY—Miss Sybil Baird, Indian Springs School 


Constitution—Mrs, Mozelle Cummings, Montgomery County H. S. Library 


ConvENTION (Local Arrangements )—Miss Roberta Moss, Univ. of Alabama 
ConvVENTION ProGraM—Mrs. Pauline Foster, University of Alabama 

Miss Lucile Crutcher, University of Alabama 
FeperaL Retations—O. T. Chambers, School of Aviation Medicine Library 
Hanpsook—Mrs, Ruth J. Holliman, Gordo High School Library 
HistoriaN—M rs. Jessie Cobb, State Dept. of Archives and History 
LEGISLATIVE—Mrs, Gretchen Schenk 
Lirerary Awarps—John D. Hyatt, Anniston Public Library 

Martin Johnson 
Membersuip—Mrs. Lucretia Somers, State Public Library Service 

Miss Kathryn Leak, State Public Library Service 


NaTionaL Liprary WEEK—Mrs. Jimmie McWhortor, Brookley AFB Library 


NoMINATING—Miss Maurine Hughes, Veterans Administration Hospital 
PLANNING—Mrs. Elinor Arsic, Friedman Public Library 

Pustic RELATIONS—Mrs. Alice Doughtie, Regional Library 
Recrurrinc—Wilbur Helmbold, Howard College Library 
ResoLutions—Miss Ruth Dacus, Florence State College Library 
ScHoLarsHip—Mrs, Margaret Hughes, Birmingham Southern College Library 


Montgomery 


Redstone Arsenal 


Maxwell AFB 
Mobile 
Auburn 


Huntsville 


Auburn 


Birmingham 


Troy 
Tuscaloosa 


Birmingham 
Opp 


Dothan 
Mobile 
Montgomery 
Helena 
Ramer 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Gunter AFB 
Gordo 
Montgomery 
Summerdale 
Anniston 
Mobile 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Mobile 
Birmingham 
Tuscaloosa 
Ozark 
Birmingham 
Florence 
Birmingham 


The Alabama Librarian 


The Official Publication of the Alabama Library Association 





VOL. 12 JANUARY, 1961 NO. 1 











EDITORIAL BOARD 


Mrs. Lucite D. Ripincs, ABMA, Redstone Arsenal______ EE TS eee Editor 
Mrs. ANN W. LocEL, Rohm & Haas, Huntsville __...............-... Business Manager 
Mrs. FLETCHER S. ROBERTs, 5 Coney of Alabama 

Montgomery Center... a aS ane _.......Circulation Manager 
REPORTERS: 


Alabama School Libraries Association— 

Mrs. Mary Lou Griffin, Bessemer Jr. High School, Bessemer 
College, pony oe and Special Libraries Division— 

Miss Frances Ru University of Alabama 

Public Library Division— 

Jim Chisum, Carnegie Library, Anniston 








Welcome: Trustees and Friends Division -.......-...-..........-------.----- Cee EAN? 4 
Greetings from Mrs. Raymond A. Young ............-.....---------------------------- potatenres, 4 
Minutes of The Executive Council... 5 
Winter Meeting —-........ 5 
Implementation Conferences for Alabama Librarians, Ruth Holliman an, | 
The Library and The Classroom... 7 
Alabama Library Association, 57th Annual Convention . : 8 
Alabama Plans for 1961 National Library Week , 9 
Martin Johnson pie ; 10 
Library Extension Service, Bethel Fite _ : : aks Bere eae 12 
Our Miss Maggie, Catherine Lamar_.. : — 13 
Professional Changes and News... 5 14 
Index to Advertisers. sep eecmaceees dasoa , 17 
Rambling Talk-Books to Read for Pleasure and Values, Lucile D. Ridings 18 








The Alabama Librarian is the official organ of the A:abama Library Association, and as 
such, carries news of the Association, its members, divisions, and the addresses of conference 


speakers, as well as general articles. Published quarterly in January, April, July, and October. 
Second-Class Postage paid at Montgomery, Alabama. Annual membership is $2.00 a 
year, $1.00 of which is for a year’s subscription to The Alabama Librarian. Subscription for 
non-members is $1.50 a year. Membership dues should be sent to the Treasurer. The 
final date for submission of material to be published is the first day of the month preceding 
the month of publication. 





Why we said our library 
shelving is Naa * 


SUPREME’S Library Shelving 


is available in a variety of sizes and in the following decorator colors: 
desert sage, olive or mist green, nut brown and 


smoke grey. 
K MAXIMUM SHELF CAPACITY PER UNIT . . . guarantee- 
ing you the lowest cost for book space per linear 
inch, @ FINISHED END PANELS BUILT RIGHT INTO UNIT 
. .. eliminating extra cost for separate end panels “Library of 
and labor for attaching same. @ THE UTILITY OF pane 
COMMON INTERMEDIATE PANELS . . . achieving maxi- & Kelly, 
mum economy in setting up units in series and ab 
utilizing every inch of floor space. @ DOUBLE WALL design by 
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL PANELS... © MAXIMUM FLEXI- be sre ' 
BILITY . . . shelves adjustable on 1” centers. @ NY. City, 
LIFETIME DURABILITY . . . baked enamel Bonderite 
corrosion-resistant finish. @ THE APPEARANCE OF FUR- 


NITURE . . . rather than that of ordinary shelving. Write to SUPREME 


for literature 


SUPREME STEEL EQUIPMENT Cow, sham 


of the nearest 


50th St. and Second Ave. = Brooklyn 32, N. Y. SUPREME dealer. 
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WELCOME: TRUSTEES 
AND FRIENDS DIVISION 


At the fall meeting of the Executive 
Council of the Alabama Library Association, 
held in Birmingham, October 22, a petition 
for the formation of a new division of the 
Alabama Library Association, to be known 
as the Trustees and Friends Division, was 
submitted for authorization and approved. 
Immediately following the Council meeting, 
the president of the association wrote to 
Mr. Noel R. Beddow, president of the 
Trustees and Friends Section of the Ala- 
bama Public Libraries Division, stating that 
the petition had been approved. With this 
approval the new division is authorized to 
elect officers, write its own by-laws, and 
participate in full fellowship of the associa- 
tion. 

This new division is welcomed as the 
fourth division of the Alabama Library As- 
sociation; the other three divisions are: 

The Public Libraries Division. 





Gaylord Book Charging Machine 


% 


e 
Gaylord Bros., Inc. 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. STOCKTON, CALIF. 
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io 
The College, University, and Special Li- 
braries Division. 


e Alabama School Librarians’ Associa- 
n 





Greetings From 
Mrs. Raymond A. Young 


As President of the American Library 
Trustee Association, it is my pleasure and 
privilege to present most cordial greetings 
from the national organization to the Trus- 
tees and Friends of Alabama’s libraries. 
When you, as Trustees and Friends, form 
yourself into a state organization, you are 
taking advantage of one of the strongest 
tools of trusteeship — the opportunity, 
through trustee organization, to learn much 
that will benefit your own library and all 
libraries. The library movement in Alabama 
will feel the benefits of the strong cooper- 
ation given by your organization, and in 
turn, all who use Alabama’s libraries will 
profit. Through membership in your state 
trustee organization you will multiply many 
times your individual interest in libraries, 
and this multiplied strength of interest will 
have a powerful and progressive impact 
upon the libraries of your State. 

Similarly, through membership in the 
American Library Trustee Association, you 
can learn much of the library movement at 
the national level. You will receive the 
monthly ALA Bulletin and other ALA pub- 
lications of interest. You will be eligible 
to participate in the national ALA Confer- 
ence, held yearly, at which a two-day Trus- 
tee Workshop is held for the library trustees 
of the country. This Workshop is the prod- 
uct of twelve months of hard and dedicated 
work by outstanding trustees from all over 
the country, backed by the professional ex- 
perience of ALA Headquarters. It offers a 
post-graduate course in new techniques and 
new tools of Trusteeship. 

Where Trustees and Friends, and their 
state association, are on the march, there 
will be found progressive libraries. My 
warmest congratulations to the Trustees and 
Friends of Alabama’s libraries. 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
ABSTRACT 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met at 10 a.m. 22 Oct. 
1960, in the Birmingham Public Library 
with the President, Martha Jule Blackshear, 
presiding. The following members were 
present: Martha Jule Blackshear, Jane Bent- 
ley, Martha Wilkinson, Joe Templeton, 
Edna E. Brown, Lucile Ridings, Ethel San- 
ders, George Johnson, Roberta Moss, and 
Marguerite McGhee. Mrs. Brown is the 
new SELA Council Member, and Mrs. 
McGhee is replacing Mrs. Mary Nell Avary 
as one of the two Alabama School Libraries 
Association Representatives. 


The President introduced Mr. Fant 
Thornley, Director, Birmingham Public Li- 
brary, host to the Council, and the Commit- 
tee Chairman who attended by her request: 
Mrs. Margaret Hughes, Miss Abi Russell, 
Miss Sybil Baird, Miss Roberta Moss, and 
Mrs. Gretchen Schenk. 


On behalf of the American Library As- 
sociation and the Alabama Library Asso- 
ciation, Mrs. Edna E. Brown presented a 
certificate of appreciation to Mr. Thornley 
for his work as Chairman of National Li- 
brary Week in Alabama for 1960. It was 
announced that Mrs. Jimmie McWhorter, 
Brookley AF Base, has accepted the Chair- 
manship for 1961. 


The Governor, Hon. John Patterson, 
wrote that he would give careful consider- 
ation to the request of the Association that 
he appoint to the Alabama Public Library 
Services Board a person trained as a librar- 
ian. The President was authorized to write 
each Spring to the Governor asking that he 
appoint one of the librarians suggested by 
the Association when a vacancy occurs. 


The President appointed Mrs. Margaret 
Hughes as the Association’s representative 
on a Planning Committee which Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Parks Beamguard has formed. This 
committee will define a program to use on 
training some funds from Public Law 597. 
The plan is necessary before a request for 


permissive legislation is introduced at the 
next session of the Legislature. 

Miss Roberta Moss, Chairman 1961 Con- 
vention, reviewed the program and dis- 
cussed arrangements. 

Following a report of the Scholarship 
and Loan Committee Chairman, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Hughes, the Council voted unanimous- 
ly to take the necessary steps to raise to 
$600 the sums of the Mildred Reynolds 
Johnston and the Mary R. Mullen (two 
awards) loans. 


The Legislative Committee Chairman, 
Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, stated that there was 
a great need in Alabama for the Legislature 
to permit the State to offer scholarships for 
library training, and that a permissive act 
should be passed by the Legislature which 
would permit citizens to raise taxes for 
library support in their own counties. The 
Council authorized the Legislative Commit- 
tee to proceed with work for the prepar- 
ation of a bill to be submitted to the 
Legislature to amend the Constitution in 
order that permissive library support may be 
secured. 

The Constitution Committee was in- 
structed to prepare a_ revision to the 
Constitution which would enable the Legis- 
lative Committee to be placed on a two 
year basis in order to function more ef- 
ficiently. The revision is to be submitted 
to a vote at the 1961 Convention. 


Martha Wilkinson, 
Secretary 


WINTER MEETING 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association is to hold its Winter 
meeting in Montgomery at 10:00 o’clock 
Saturday, January 21, 1961, in the Confer- 
ence Room of the Montgomery Museum of 
Fine Arts. 

The president, Miss Martha Jule Black- 
shear, is inviting the following committee 
chairmen to attend and present reports: 








Mrs. Fletcher Roberts____.Bibliographic 


Mrs. Mozelle Cummings.._..Constitution 
Mrs. Gretchen Schenk Legislative 
Mr. John Hyatt... Literary Awards 
Mrs. Lucretia Somers____..Membership 
Miss Kathryn Leak... -.Membership 
Miss Maurine Hughes... ...Nominating 
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Mr. Wilbur Helmbold Recruiting 
Miss Marion Neil... Aging 
Miss Sybil Baird __. Biennial Convention 
Study 
Jimmie McWhorter... National 
Library Week 

Attendance Open To Membership. 


Mrs. 


IMPLEMENTATION CONFERENCES FOR 
ALABAMA LIBRARIANS 


Ruth J. Holliman 


The Alabama Association for School Li- 
brarians held two special conferences to 
initiate a program of implementation for 
the new STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LI- 
BRARY PROGRAMS. These conferences 
were devoted to a discussion of how the 
new standards came into being, what they 
embody, how they can contribute to the 
educational needs of the youth of tomorrow, 
and how individual librarians and PTA 
members can implement the standards in 
their local situations. The Alabama Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers joined AASL 
in sponsoring these discussions. 

The purpose of these one-day confer- 
ences was (1) to gain an understanding of 
the standards (2) to foster positive attitudes 
toward these standards showing that we 
should move toward them step-by-step as 
soon as possible and, (3) to encourage in- 
dividual librarians to inform the local pub- 
lic. 

Questionaires were sent to the school li- 
brarians before the conferences. These, 
composed by a committee of Alabama 
School Librarians of which Miss Sybil Baird 
is chairman, attempted to give the librarians 
a measuring rod, qualitatively as well as 
quantitatively, by which to evaluate her 
own library situation in regard to service 
being rendered to the total school program. 
Those who replied to the questions refer- 
ring to the quantitative standards show that 
Alabama has a long way to go before reach- 
ing the goals set forth in the new standards. 

The attendance at both of these confer- 
ences was almost record breaking for 
Alabama librarians. Approximately 300 li- 
brarians, parents, teachers, principals, super- 


intendents and supervisors were present. 
There was enthusiastic participation from 
nearly 100 parents representing local PTA’s 
over the state. 


We were most fortunate to have Miss 
Virginia McJenkin, Chairman of the South- 
eastern Implementation Committee as our 
keynote speaker for both days. Each morn- 
ing session was begun with an introduction 
to the purposes of and the need for the new 
standards by Mrs. Martha Cobb, President 
of the Alabama School Librarians Associa- 
tion. Miss McJenkin then presented the 
background and an overview of the stan- 
dards. A panel moderated by Miss McJen- 
kin discussed “What Kind of Education 
Must Youth of Today Have to Be Equipped 
to Live Adequately and Honorably Five or 
Ten Years from Now? What Kind of Li- 
brary is Needed in This School Program to 
Help Supply the Challenges Needed?” How 
Can the Standards of ALA Help Produce the 
Student Who Can Confidently Face the 
Modern World?” The panel members were 
Mrs. Martha Cobb, Miss Martha Blackshear, 
Mrs. Kearney Smith, and Miss Sybil Baird. 


The morning session was followed with 
a luncheon at which people were seated in 
small groups. Previously assigned discussion 
leaders led these groups in a discussion of 
“How the Individual Librarians and PTA 
Reading and Library Chairmen Can Con- 
tribute to the Implementation of The 
Standards.” 

Miss McJenkin ended the program with 
a summary of the various ways of imple- 
mentation mentioned by the groups in their 
discussion. 
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THE LIBRARY AND 
THE CLASSROOM 


The Library and The Classroom was the COLONI AL 


theme of the one-day work conference at 


Florence State College 2 November. This BOOK 


was the eighth annual conference for Dis- 


trict VIII Alabama School Librarians Asso- SERVICE 
ciation. 


Three groups, led by librarians in the 


district, used the same suggested topics for Specialists in supplying the 
discussion. Some of the topics were: book out-of-print books as listed 
selection, reference service, reading guid- in all Library Indices 
ance, librarian’s familiarity with curriculum (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
objectives and content and teaching methods General Literature; Shaw; 
in use, instruction in the use of the library, Standard; Fiction; Bio- 
acquainting teachers with available mater- graphy; Lamont Catalogue; 
ials and services, selecting and supervising Speech, etc... . ) 

student library assistants. 

The student assistants attended a series of Catalogues on Request 
book reviews presented by selected mem- Want Lists Invited 
bers. 23 EAST FOURTH STREET 

The business sessions and the luncheon NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 


rounded out this informational and inspira- 
tional conference. 











4 Reasons why “Southern” is the Bindery for You... 


1. CERTIFIED BY THE LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 
2. FREE PICK-UP SERVICE IN NORTH ALABAMA 
3. BINDING RETURNED IN FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS 


4. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Southern Library Bindery Co. 


2952 Sidco Drive Nashville 4, Tennessee 
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2:00 
4:00 


6:00 
8:00 


9:00-11:00 


12:30 


2:30- 5:00 


3:00- 4:15 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


FIFTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
APRIL 13-15, 1961 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 


Theme: The Rising South 
THURSDAY, APRIL 138 


Registration Desk Opens ... : — an ------=-=-=------ Otel Lobby 
Exhibits open continually. Visit them! pee ened Cherokee Room 
Mesouiere Coenen Meee Capstone Room 


Committee Meetings (Arranged by Committee Chairman) 

Alabama Public Library Service Board Meeting 

*Eileen Farrell Concert_____.__. Foster Auditorium, University 
Exhibits open continually. Visit them! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 
FIRST GENERAL SESSION 
Presiding ..Mrs, Jane Bentley 
ABMA Technical ‘Libenty, “Redstone ‘Arsenal 


Welcome 

Response into ae Teac ed te a ......Dr. Clyde Cantrell 
Auburn University Libraries 

Introduction of Exhibitors... Mr. Joseph Jackson, Mr. Perry Cannon 
University of AlabamaLibrary 

Introduction of Speaker__. eae es Dr. A. B. Moore 

Executive Director, Adaheme Civil. War Cantennial Commission 
Cb Wellin Serene Pee Dr. Hudson Strode 


Professor of English, University of Alabama 
*FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY LUNCHEON 
Theme: The New South 
| cca Career Miss Martha J. Blackshear, President 
er eae Sane os a eer oR Dr. John H. Chitwood 
First Methodist Church 
Introduction of Guests 
Introduction of Speaker. Dr. Frank Stewart 
State Superintendent of Education 
Address picdracapreapenericatesueb nee te ite ee saan oe The Hon. Carl Elliott 
House of Representatives, U. S. Congress 

Open House 
Department of School Librarianship 
Room 36, Education Library 
Hostesses: Alpha Beta Alpha, library science fraternity 
DIVISIONAL MEETINGS 
COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY AND SPECIAL 

LIBRARIES DIVISION... Rare Book Room, University Library 
I coe ee Miss Ethel Sanders 

“Troy State College Library 
“Gone are the Days” 
Business Meeting 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES DIVISION...» Friedman Library 
Presiding Re eee Re ee Ne EIR TOE Mr. George Johnson 
Cross Trails Regional Library Service, Opp 
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History at Your Doorstep... .........Mr. Matt Clinton 
Tuscaloosa Senior High School 





Business Meeting 

TRUSTEES AND FRIENDS DIVISION.........--.---------- Capstone Room 

oe 2 oe eS Mr. Noel R. Beddow 
Chairman, Trustees and Friends Division 


Speaker to be announced 
4:30- 5:15 Reception 





7:3 “ANNUAL BANQUET___...__._.___.._.............___........_ Cherokee Room 
Theme: The Old South 
ES Ree aa ee eee ee nee. Miss Martha J. Blackshear 
re sts _The Rev. Emmett Cribbin 
Chaplain Canterbury Chapel (Episcopal) 
Medley of Civil War Songs... “Jerry and Johnny” 
Gerald ‘House, ‘Johnny Duren_ 
Introduction of Guests 
Presentation of Literary Award _. Mr. John D. Hyatt 
Metgeney Public the 
Introduction of Speaker__. _.Dr. Frank A. Rose 
President, “University of ‘Aabeme 
DS Te Te ra eS ....Dr. William Stanley Hoole 


University of Alabama Librarian 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 
9:00 SECOND GENERAL SESSION 


Presiding... coeneeoseceeseceeseseeseesse--+-----Miss Martha Jule Blackshear 
Introduction of ‘Spccher. Se ee ene Mrs. Pauline M. Foster 
Chairman, Department of School Librarianship, University of Alabama 
a_i ce eee Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton 


President, American Library Association 
Director, Louisiana State University Library School 
Annual Business Meeting 
Committee Reports 
Election of Officers 


12:00 *SCHOOL LIBRARIES DIVISION LUNCHEON... University Room 
IE: OED Re reer t aiee aeeearce Mrs. Marguerite McGhee 
Librarian, Benjamin Russell High School Library, Alexander City 
Introduction of Speaker 
Speaker to be announced 
Business Meeting 


12:00 *SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON .......Capstone Room 


I eins siovtaintnctnineasc hiss tndlananipaintiiiniaais siuntiinn John Braxton McClurkin 
Air University Library 





Business Meeting 
2:00 Executive Council Meeting ....................................Capstone Room 


NOTE: (°*)These functions require the purchase of tickets which will be on sale at the 
Registration Desk. Reservations must be made before or at the time of 
registration. 
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Alabama Plans For 1961 National Library Week 





k OB. 


Alabamians of all ages, in all sixty-seven 
counties, will be alerted to the importance 
of reading and of libraries during the fourth 
annual celebration of National Library 
Week to be observed April 16-22, 1961. 

Keyed to the theme, “For a Richer, Fuller 
Life—Read!” the week will seek to expand 
activity in every phase of library service, 
and will continue to emphasie young adult 
reading habits. Special efforts will also be 
made to stimulate public interest in school 
libraries and to develop increased _partici- 
pation by people in industry. 

Mrs. Jimmie M. McWhorter, Librarian, 
Brookley Air Force Base, is Executive Di- 
rector of Alabama’s 1961 National Library 
Week; and Mr. Martin Johnson is the State 
Chairman. Distinguished citizens will serve 
on the State National Library Week Com- 
mittee with a Chairman in each county. 
Librarians in the school, college and uni- 
versity, special, and public librarians are 
encouraged to plan their National Library 
Week programs and publicity early. Send 
your ideas for projects, photographs of ex- 
hibits, and special programs to Mrs. Jimmie 
McWhorter, Brookley Air Force Base Li- 
brary, Brookley Air Force Base, Alabama 
for Alabama’s report to the Steering Com- 
mittee of National Library Week. 





MARTIN JOHNSON 


Mr. Martin Johnson has been appointed 
Alabama’s Chairman for National Library 
Week to be observed throughout the state 
and nation, April 16-22, 1961. He is the 
Director of the Mobile Social Security Serv- 
ice. 

Mr. Johnson, prominent in civic and re- 
ligious activities for many years was chosen 
the “Mobilian of the Year” in 1954. His 
numerous civic affairs include: past County 
Chairman of the Crusade for Freedom; 
Vice-Chairman of the Red Cross Campaign; 
a Director of the National Polio Foundation; 
member of Community Chest committees; 
Publicity Director of the local USO; past 
President of the Mobile Advertising Club; 
Public Affairs Director for Civil Defense of 
Mobile; Publicity Director for the United 
Fund; a Director of the Mobile Chamber 
of Commerce; Chairman of “Share in 
America” campaign; and currently he is 
“identified” with the Santa Claus who 
greets thousands of youngsters each year 
in the “Sata” parade. He is well known as 
a Dinner Speaker and Toastmaster. He is 
frequently seen and heard over the radio 
and television in many local civic and re- 
ligious programs. 

In accepting the chairmanship Mr. John- 
son said, “National Library Week is an ex- 
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citing period that puts the spotlight on 
libraries. It is the focal point of the library’s 
year-round responsibility to encourage 
reading and to gain demand and support 
for library development. I would like to 
invite each librarian in the state of Alabama 
to be a member of my committee. Let’s 
make our state program the best in the 
Nation.” 


1961 LIBRARY WEEK POSTER 
AND THEME PREVIEWED 


This is a preview of the official National 
Library Week poster, which will be re- 
produced in five bright colors from the 
original design created by the J. Walter 
Thompson Company, whose president, 
Norman H. Strouse, is chairman of the 1961 
Steering Committee. It is keynoted to the 
1961 theme, “For a richer, fuller life— 
Read.” 

National Library Week is the annual 
focus of a year-round reading development 
sponsored by the National Book Commit- 


11 
tee, Inc., a non-profit educational organi- 


zation, in cooperation with the American 
Library Association. 


for a richer fuller life 








READ 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK- APR. 16-22 196i 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK PROMOTION AIDS 


National Library Week 
P. O. Box 365 
Midtown Station 

New York 18, N. Y. 


Posters, 17 x 22 No. 61-A 
Counter Card, 8 x 10 61-B 
Streamer 8 x 25 61-C 
Table Tents 3 x 4 61-D 
Bookmarks x 6% 61-E 
Pocket Calendar 61-F 
Mobile 61-G 
Ad Mats 61-H 
Organization Handbook 61-I 
(56 page manual. Ideal for programs.) 
Facts in Brief 61-J 


(Aims of NLW.) 

24 Sheet Billboard Poster 

(Offered for the first time for outdoor 
advertising) 

Car Cards, 10” x 19%” 


1 to 24 25 to 49 50 to 99 100-500 
$ .30ea $ 28 ea $ 26 ea $ 25 ea 


35 33 30 .28 
.20 18 15 12 
10 .09 .08 07 
1.50 per 500 3.00 per 1000 
5.00 per 500 10.00 per 1000 
1.25 each 
.50 each 
.35 each 
20.00 per 1000 
6.00 each 


.30 each (minimum 10 cards) 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICE 


Bethel Fite 


The University of Alabama’s Department 
of Library Extension and Program Services 
was organized to enable Alabama’s citizens 
to make use of the University’s library and 
other information resources. Those who 
make the most frequent use of its services 
are: 

1. Adults living in communities where 
there is no public library service. 

2. Librarians of small public libraries 
whose reference and bibliographic aids are 
inadequate to meet the demands made upon 
them by their patrons. 

3. Program chairmen who are !ooking for 
resources to plan and carry out interesting 
and stimulating informal courses of study. 

4. Play directors in search of a suitable 
production for high school, church, Little 
Theatre, or other groups. 

The extension librarian also serves as li- 
brarian between the main library on the 
campus and the libraries of the six resident 
centers, whose total enrollment in 1959-60 
was more than 8000 students, mostly part- 
time. 

From its official organization in 1919, the 
University’s Extension Division offered 
service to the many informal adult education 
organizations in the state, such as women’s 
clubs and the PTA. University faculty 
members prepared study outlines, and also 
lectured to such groups. By 1934, so many 
requests for such help were being received 
that a full-time staff -aember was appointed 
to work in this ares. 

From this time on, library materials have 
been freely lent to help both individuals and 
groups engagec in an informal program of 
study. The department uses the entire Uni- 
versity system in filling requests from 
patrons, drawing not only from the main 
library but from the special libraries in busi- 
ness, education, chemistry, engineering, and 
law, as well as from the resident center 
libraries. Two special collections are main- 
tained by the department: a library of three- 
act and one-act plays contributed by 
publishers, available to drama directors in 
search of a play, and an extensive subject 


file of pamphlets and of clippings from cur- 
rent periodicals. 

In addition to library resources, the de- 
partment also calls on the special knowledge 
of faculty members. In the past several 
weeks, faculty experts have been asked to 
help patrons with problems such as these: 
“Please recommend books to help a French- 
man learn English;” “suggest suitable re- 
cordings for a program on liturgical music;” 
“has research been done, or is any going on, 
to determine the validity of the 40-hour 
week in the construction industry?” 


The oldest service of the department, as- 
sistance to program chairmen, is now given 
in two ways: lists of suggested materials are 
prepared each year and sent by mail; in- 
stitutes for program chairmen, sponsored by 
public libraries, and by organization leaders, 
are held in interested communities. In the 
spring of 1960, such institutes were held in 
Birmingham, Decatur, Florence, Opp, 
Ozark, and on the University campus. 


One of the newest services of the De- 
partment is the development of a special 
non-credit reading course, offered through 
correspondence study. Those who satisfac- 
torily complete the course become eligible 
for Epsilon Sigma Omicron, an honorary 
sponsored by the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 


Another new venture has been assistance 
in a program of in-service training for the 
state’s community librarians. In 1960, the 
Alabama Public Library Service, together 
with University representatives from the li- 
brary system, the Extension Division, and 
the Department of School Librarianship, 
planned the first of a series of work con- 
ferences for this group. From August 15- 
18, some 50 librarians met on the University 
campus to listen to lectures, take part in 
discussions, examine exhibits, and to talk 
together informally about ways of trying 
to meet the enormous responsibilities which 
are ours at this moment in history. A second 
such conference is planned for July 24-28, 
1961. 





THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


13 


OUR MISS MAGGIE 


Catherine G. Lamar 


Mrs. G. C. Niles, Head Librarian of Gun- 
tersville Public Library, was selected “Gun- 
tersville Woman of Achievement” for 1960 
in a contest sponsored annually by the local 
Business and Professional Women’s Club. 

Mrs. Niles, better known as “Miss Mag- 
gie,” has dedicated 72 years to doing things 
for others. After finishing high school she 
taught irregularly for 50 years. She is a 
member of the National and State Library 
Associations, and she has contributed much 
to the development of the Guntersville Li- 
brary. Her awareness of the intellectual 
and recreational needs of the community’s 
younger members is reflected in her role as 
librarian. By donating books to the colored 
high school library she helped it to become 
accredited. 

Mrs. Niles served as District Organizer of 
Rainbow Girls for four years and is or- 
ganizing a new chapter in Guntersville. She 
has helped to place orphans in the Baptist 
and Masonic Homes. She is an active mem- 


ber of the First Baptist Church, and is a 
past president of the Business Women’s 
Circle. For three years she served on the 
“Welcome Committee” to greet newcomers 
to Guntersville. She has also served as pres- 
ident of the UDC. Four times she has been 
Worthy Matron of the Order of Eastern 
Star. 


She is starting her 26th year as Secretary 
of the Marshall County T.B. Association, 
having served longer than any other person 
in the state. In a television program last 
year she was presented an orchid by L. O. 
Brackeen, President of the State T.B. Asso- 
ciation, for her faithful service. On October 
5 this year she received a citation for her 
outstanding work. 


Her attitude toward life can be summar- 
ized by her own statement, “There isn’t 
much I can do so any little thing I might 
do to cheer or to help my friends is a 
privilege.” 
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GUENTER A. JANSEN 


Guenter A. Jansen has been appointed 
Assistant Director of the Mobile Public Li- 
brary. Mr. Jansen is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania and received his 
Master’s degree in library science from 
Drexel Institute Library School. For two 
years, he worked as Intern in the Library of 
Congress—an appointment which goes to 
the nation’s six top library science students. 
Since 1958 he has been Head of the Exten- 
sion Department of the Public Library in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Mr. Jansen is Vice- 
Chairman and Chairman-Elect of the Junior 
Members Roundtable of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

oO oO oO ° 


Cecil Beach, now Librarian of the Pied- 
mont Regional Library, Georgia, has been 
appointed Librarian of the Gadsden Public 
Library. 

° o o 3° 

Mr. Richard J. Covey, formerly Librarian 
of the Gadsden Public Library is now Direc- 
tor of Huntsville Public Library. 


oO oO o o 
Alabama Loses — Virginia Gains 
Mrs. Dixie Lou Fisher has resigned her 
position with Montgomery Public Library 
to go to a library in Virginia. 
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Mrs. Charlotte F. Shenk (formerly Char- 
lotte F. Chesnut) has been appointed the 
SLA representative to study and make 
comments on the working papers for the 
International Conference on Cataloging 
Principles. She has been recommended by 
ABMA for the Federal Woman’s Award for 
outstanding achievement. Mrs. Shenk at- 
tended the Military Librarians Workshop 
and Ordnance Libraries 
Washington. 


Conference in 


Miss Catherine Green has been elected 
Chairman of the Fayetteville-Lincoln 
County Library Board. She attended the 
Military Librarians Workshop and Ordnance 
Librarians Conference. 





Miss Frances Ramsey, who has been the 
Rohm and Haas representative to the 
ARGMA Technical Library for the past five 
years, has been named Assistant Librarian 
in the AOMC Missile Intelligence Library. 





Miss Lois Robertson has been appointed 
Membership Chairman of the Military Li- 
brarians. She attended the Military Li- 
brarians Workshop and Ordnance Librarians 
Conference. 





For PERSONALIZED service and DE- 
PENDABLE performance send your 
library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS 
BOOK CO. 


600 Magazine Street 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


No order is too large or too small for us 
to hondle. 
requested, even those issued by little known 
publishers, individuals, etc. 


We try to obtain every title 
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ARGMA TECHNICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


ARGMA Technical Library welcomed 
three new staff members this Fall. Mrs. 
Marcile L. Bagley is the new Serials Li- 
brarian. She is a graduate of Florida State 
University Library School. James P. Clark 
has been appointed as a Reference Librar- 
ian. He was formerly head ‘of the Martin 
Branch, University of Tennessee. He re- 
ceived his master’s degree in library science 
from the University of Michigan, and has 
done further graduate study at Yale Uni- 
versity. Miss Lula Crenshaw is a new Cir- 
culation Librarian in the open literature 
section. She received her library degree 
from the University of Oklahoma. 

ARGMA Technical Library recently ex- 
panded facilities to include two rooms 
downstairs. This additional area provides 
shelving space for current periodicals and 
offices for the Russian translators who are 
assigned to the staff. A larger and quieter 
reading room is available now upstairs ad- 
joining the circulation desk and stacks. 


Mrs. Joyce B. Plaster was the speaker at 
the December meeting of the Huntsville 
Chapter, Society of Technical Writers and 
Publishers. Her title was “Technical Li- 
braries Meet the Challenge of Change.” 


Mr. James P. Clark represented the 
ARGMA Technical Library at the SELA 
meeting in Asheville, N. C. 


Mrs. Cleo S. Cason served as Chairman 
of the Fourth Meeting of Ordnance Librar- 
ians which was held in Washington, D. C., 
on 5 October in conjunction with the Fourth 
Annual Military Librarians Workshop. 
Topics discussed by Ordnance Librarians in- 
cluded Acquisition of Funded Government 
Publications, Acquisition of Security Con- 
trolled Material in Special Categories, and 
Progress in Ordnance Libraries—1960. Mrs. 
Cason was also a discussion leader on the 
subject of Standards for Military Libraries 
at the Military Librarians Workshop. 





oUy 
TiM 
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NEWS FROM AIR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


Miss Florine Oltman visited the Escuela 
Superior of the Venezuelan Air Force in 
Caracas from November 1 to November 15 
to assist in organizing the library. The Es- 
cuela Superior is the equivalent of our Air 
University. 

John K. Cameron attended the opening 
of the new library of Mississippi Southern 
College, Hattiesburg, Mississippi on Oc- 
tober 20. 

O. T. Chambers attended the meeting of 
the Southern Regional Group, Medical Li- 
brary Association in Jackson, Mississippi on 
October 21. 

The Air University Library has accepted 
the invitation to be one of twelve libraries 
participating in selecting books to be in- 
cluded in the American Library Associa- 
tion’s Notable Books List. Mr. Oliver T. 
Field is coordinating work on this project. 

Mr. Field is the new chairman of the 
American Library Association’s Subject 
Heading Committee. He is also working 
with Dr. Luther H. Evans, former librarian 
of Congress and now a member of the 


Senior Staff of Brookings Institution, in a 
national survey of federal libraries. 

Three staff members attended the meet- 
ing of the Southeastern Library Association 
at Asheville, N. C. on October 15. Mr. 
Severance attended meetings of the SELA 
Planning Committee, of which he is a 
member, also the Association of Southeast- 
ern Research Libraries. Oliver T. Field was 
principal speaker at the meeting of the 
catalogers group. His subject was “Aspects 
of Good and Bad Administration.” Mr. John 
K. Cameron finished his term as AlaLa 
representative. 

Luther E. Lee, who received his MA 
degree from the University of Alabama this 
past summer is now member of the Catalog 
Branch. 

Robert B. Somers has been appointed 
Circulation Librarian. He received his li- 
brary training at Florida State University. 

Barbara Stephenson has joined the staff 
of the Circulation Branch. She received her 
BA and MA in Literature from the Univer- 
sity of Michigan and her library training at 
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Florida State University. 

The Air University Library was repre- 
sented by eight staff members at the Fourth 
Annual Military Librarians Workshop held 
in Washington, D. C. October 5 through 7. 


Director, Robert W. Severance and Deputy THE H. R. HUNTTING 
Director, Lt. Col. Hugh J. Ray, John B. 


McClurkin, Florine A. Oltman, Pearl N. COMPANY, INC. 
Tuttle, Mary Anne Kernan, Martha A. Wil- 
kinson and Mary Ann Willis. Mr. Severance 
was chairman of one of several groups dis- 57 years experience 
cussing, “Standards for Military Libraries.” 
John B. McClurkin, Technical Assistant to 
the Director was a member of the Coopera- One source for 
tive Projects Panel. 
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RAMBLING TALK 
Books To Read For Pleasure And Values 


Lucile D. Ridings 


Selecting and recommending books for 
young people to read for pleasure and values 
is no longer a “straight and narrow path.” 
Reading guidance becomes daily a greater 
task for librarians, teachers, and parents. 
There are literally thousands of “good” 
books. The task becomes a maze with many 
zig-zag paths leading to satisfactory results. 


A hundred thousand books are now in 
print that would be appropriate for a bal- 
anced background through reading. As new 
facts are learned, subjects, of necessity, 
have become fragmented. Thus, providing 
a practical and proportioned reading pro- 
gram for children and young people is well- 
nigh’ impossible. 


From this abundance of printed volumes, 
can we identify a few “must” books? Can 
we identify the books that are necessary 
reading regardless of the zig-zag pattern 
that the youthful reading program assumes? 


“Must” books: Books that are part of our 
living background, part of our language. 
The Bible. Shakespeare. Fairy Tales that 
delight and that expand the imagination. 
Imagination is a basic ingredient of the 
scientific mind. Life would not be the 
same without the knowledge of Mother 
Goose and Alice in Wonderland and Tom 
Sawyer. One of the newly appointed cabi- 
net members said that some people call 
him “Pollyanna.” Recently someone said, 
“I have been living a Dr. Jekyll-and-Mr. 
Hyde existence.” We all know quixotic 
people. 


Books that grow. Books that are greater 
and more meaningful when reread than 
when first-read. These are friends and 
companions. In at least one college, Moby 
Dick is required study for students prepar- 
ing to be junior executives. Why? 


Books that entertain. Books that allow us 
to live many lives. Books that inform. 
Books that inspire. Books that sublimate 


wayward impulses. Books that give per- 
spective and depth and fulfillment. Books 
that make life richer, more _ interesting, 
more worthwhile. Books that expand hori- 
zons. These are included in our “Must” 


books. 


Association with lofty thinkers and clear 
thinkers develop the reader’s ability to 
reason clearly and to make wiser decisions. 


The magic of reading provides both 
dreams and ideas for fulfilling dreams. 
Then: reading gives the solace and com- 
fort for broken dreams. 


Story book friends develop the under- 
standing and sympathy of readers for real 
friends, thereby making human relations 
another reward derived from books. 


Reading is becoming increasingly im- 
portant. Several lifetimes would be required 
to read the books that should be read be- 
fore the completion of high school. The 
first steps must be taken for broader views, 
for mental growth, for successful living. 


Just reading is not enough. Boys and 
girls appreciate good literature when they 
are introduced to it. They will develop 
standards of good taste that will be a bless- 
ing to them forevermore. They will acquire 


the most worthwhile hobby of all—the read- 
ing habit. 


Yes, Books for pleasure and values. Name 
fifty that you consider “Must” books for 
children and young people. Allow your 


personal preferences and prejudices to 
show. Alabama librarians, please send your 
list to the editor of The Alabama Librarian. 
In the April issue, we shall see our own 
compiled list — a guide for planning sum- 
mer reading programs — a list from which 
to depart from time to time. Title: Books 


to Read for Pleasure and Values. 
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“IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE GREAT QUALITIES, 
WE MUST ALSO HAVE THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THEM” 


Written by the Duc de la Rochefoucauld, 
a French moralist of the 17th Century 


If you were to visit our plant (and we hope you will) you would 
see for yourself how individual efforts are combined into a team 
of well integrated specialists to give you the finest binding work 
you can get anywhere. 


We'd like to demonstrate our quality and 
service. May we have your next binding 
order? We'd be grateful. 





NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY CO. OF GEORGIA, INC. 
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MORE AND MORE SPECIAL LIBRARIES ARE USING 
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DISCOUNT—10% on Most Technical and Business Books 
20% on Most Popular Type Books. 

(Fiction, Dictionaries, Atlases) 

PROMPT DELIVERY—Because of our proximity to the publishers and our 
experienced staff, we are able to fill a high percentage of our orders 
24 hours after they are received. 

CENTRAL PURCHASING POINT—We supply books of all publishers. 
Combining orders saves your company time and money when ordering 
and paying. 

PERSONAL ORDER FORMS—Libraries using our service are provided with 
personal order forms (see below). Individuals employed by a company 
may have books shipped and invoiced directly to themselves and also 
receive the discount by using this form. These forms have taken a 
burden off the librarians shoulders. 

MULTIPLE ORDER FORMS—tibraries using the multiple order forms have 
found our method of returning duplicate order slip with each book 
facilitates handling those under editorship, symposiums, or compiled 
works. 

LARGE STOCK—A large supply of books in all fields, technical business and 


popular (including foreign) is kept on hand at all times. 
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